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PHILADELPHIA – June 2019 – For Melissa Rosenberger, the path to attain one of 

the most sought-after and difficult to attain professional qualifications took 13 

years of academic study and hundreds of thousands of dollars. Yet a decade later, 

she walked away from her career as a physician. 

And she didn’t know where she was going. She prayerfully responded to a call on 

her life to leave medicine and follow God wherever He would lead her. 

He led her to serve using her creative talents as a writer. Her first novel, In the 

Shadow of the King, Book One in the Unveiled Series, releases in June. 

The series takes a look at the family of Jesus and the life of Christ, telling the story through the eyes of his 

sister. With careful attention to scripture and historic detail of life in first-century Israel, Rosenberger 

imagines what Jesus might have seemed like to his contemporaries, including his own family members.  

“I took a long-planned trip to Israel shortly after resigning from my anesthesiologist position. On that trip, 

the Lord gave me a heart for the Jewish people like I’d never had before and opened my eyes to the 

Jewish Messiah and Jewish roots of my faith,” Rosenberger explains. “While in Israel, the idea came up in 

my spirit to write about Yeshua’s sister.” 

No one knows the names of Jesus’s sisters, although the Bible refers to at least six siblings—naming four 

of Jesus’s brothers and referring to “his sisters.” Taking that as a starting point, Rosenberger seeks to 

draw readers to Jesus by bringing them into his family household from the time he was 12.   

Imagining a sister named Hannah as the next born child in Jesus’s family, Rosenberger examines messianic 

prophecy from Hannah’s point of view, beginning when she is 8 years of age reacting to her older brother 



Yeshua as well as four younger brothers and a baby sister in the lively household of a large family. As 

Hannah grows into a young woman and makes impetuous decisions, she pushes her family away, unable 

to accept the claims of Yeshua’s divine parentage. Against the backdrop of political oppression and 

religious tension experienced by observant Jews in the first century, Rosenberger’s research offers new 

insights and nuances to the years of Jesus’s life as the book continues into Hannah’s adulthood and 

Jesus’s ministry through to after the Resurrection.   

“I hope the book sparks curiosity about what scripture says about Yeshua’s interactions with His family,” 

Rosenberger said. “God wants to reveal Himself to us by His Spirit and through His word. His own brothers 

who didn’t believe in Him in the Gospel of John are later mentioned as being present among the believers 

in Jerusalem in the upper room at the opening of Acts. So even within the microcosm of Yeshua’s family, 

we see God’s story of redemption being played out.  

 

“Hannah’s story invites us to trust that God is who He says He is even when our past experiences, present 

circumstances, or feelings say otherwise, “ Rosenberger said. “He may lead us in unexpected ways, but His 

intentions toward us are always good. And if we'll trust Him, the King of the universe will be faithful to 

deliver exceedingly above all we can ask or imagine.” 

 

Rosenberger lives in the Philadelphia suburbs where she grew up. She holds degrees from James Madison 

University in Harrisonburg, Virginia, and Tufts University School of Medicine in Boston. She completed her 

anesthesia residency program at the Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine in Chicago. 

 

In the Shadow of the King, Book One in the Unveiled Series [ISBN: 978-1-949572-15-5] released June 1, 

2019 from Carpenter’s Son Publishing and is available at selected book stores and online retailers. 

For more information about Rosenberger and her writing, visit https://melissarosenbergerbooks.com/ 
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Host: Our guest today is writing a series of carefully-researched novels set in first-century Israel. The 

first book, releasing in June, not only takes place at the time of Christ, but imagines life in the 

household and family of Jesus as a young man. And in an unusual twist—the story is told through the 

eyes of a sister of Jesus. 

But there’s more about our guest to explore, because she came to writing novels after making what 

some would say was a surprising, maybe even foolish, career change. But she made it out of obedience 

to the call of God in her life. We’ll learn more about that courageous decision a little later. 

Let’s meet Melissa Rosenberger and learn what God has taught her and how he led her to write.  

Q. Welcome, Melissa! Congratulations on writing your first book, In the Shadow of the King, Book One in 

the Unveiled Series. Why don’t we start learning more about the series, then learn more about you and 

this career change. So let’s start at the beginning. Even with understanding the book is a fictional story, 

some of our guests might be wondering: Did Jesus really have a sister?  

Q. What gave you the idea to write this story for your first novel?  

Q. Why write a story around the life of Christ? Hasn’t that been done a lot of times before?  

Q. When one reads the book we can see evidence of a lot of research you did into things going on in Israel 

at the time of Jesus’s ministry. How did you research the book and what did you see that was new to you? 

Q. Your book is completely faithful to the gospel accounts of the life of Christ. Did writing this book draw 

you closer to Jesus yourself, as you considered him afresh? 

Q, But at the same time, you write about other people Jesus might have encountered and offer stories of 

other miracles Jesus might have done. So what do you say to people who don’t believe we should write 

books that imagine other things Jesus said and did? Is it “adding to” the Bible accounts?   

Q. So let’s talk more about your relationship with God that brought you to writing. You share that your 

growing faith led you to decide to stop working in your profession and step out in faith to follow him, 

without knowing where you were going. And that profession was medicine. You worked as an 

anesthesiologist for almost a decade, and then you quit. How could a person walk away from a profession 

after 13 years of schooling and after spending what had to be hundreds of thousands of dollars? 
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Q. You write that you felt called to follow wherever God led. But couldn’t you have followed him and 

remained a physician? Plenty of other people who write have combined writing with another career.  

Q. Tell us more about the decision to leave. Were you unhappy as a doctor? How long did it take you to 

make the decision to leave medicine, and when you left did you know you were leaving to become a 

writer? 

Q. So what’s ahead for you? Do you think you’ll continue writing full time or is it possible God might lead 

you to combine another career with writing?  

Q. Melissa, we look forward to many more books from you. Before we let you go, how can people connect 

with you and where can they get In the Shadow of the King, Book One in the Unveiled Series? 
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Melissa Rosenberger wrote her first book at the age of six. However, she didn’t 

become a novelist until many years later.  

Growing up in the suburbs of Philadelphia, as a little girl she loved writing and 

illustrating. She even won an award for her writing.  

But as she grew older, she put aside dreams of storytelling. She says she also 

pushed aside her childhood love of God as she grew up.  

After obtaining a Bachelor of Arts degree in international affairs and Spanish at 

James Madison University in Virginia, she worked in Salamanca, Spain as the 

resident advisor of the college’s study abroad program.  

When she returned to the US, she worked for several years for an international health organization before 

deciding to pursue a career in medicine. She attended Bryn Mawr College’s post-baccalaureate, pre-med 

program followed by medical school at Tufts University in Boston, where she obtained a combined 

MD/Masters of Public Health (MPH) degree in 2001. She then moved to Chicago to finish her residency 

training at Northwestern University’s Feinberg School of Medicine, and eventually became board certified 

in anesthesiology. 

She practiced medicine for a decade. 

 “But God, it seemed, would not be satisfied with occupying a dark shelf in the closet of my childhood 

memories. During the early years of my practice, the Lord called to me and I answered,” Rosenberger 

said.  

“And, as I yielded more and more of my life to Him, He realigned my priorities and awakened those 

creative desires He had placed in my heart as a young girl. And, after much prayer, I took a step of faith 

and resigned from medicine to follow the Lord wherever He would lead me.” 

That was in 2014.  

And when Melissa took that step of faith, the Lord showed her the next step.  

Author Bio: Melissa Rosenberger 
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“Months before I even knew I'd be resigning my medical position, I signed up for a tour of Israel which 

ended up occurring in the final month of my work.  I decided to go as planned despite not knowing what 

the future would hold. God really showed His faithfulness to me through that experience.”  

The Lord not only led her to return to writing but used the tour of Israel to inspire both the research and 

theme for her first novel. “Through an amazing series of divine connections in Israel and immediately 

after the trip, I was able to see that He had already made a way for me. I just needed to walk in it.” 

Today she lives and writes in the Philadelphia suburbs. She is a member of Christians United for Israel and 

the Zionist Organization of America as well as a supporter of other organizations that affirm Israel. She 

recently joined the American Christian Fiction Writers organization and enjoys meeting with other authors 

at local writing critique groups. She spends her free time creating stained glass projects, and enjoying 

telenovelas to keep her Spanish fluency.  

She is currently working on the second book in the Unveiled Series: Weaving Flame into Fire, scheduled 

for release in late 2020. 
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“In the Shadow of the King is one of those rare finds for those who enjoy character driven books based on 
historical figures. By seeing the life of Jesus (Yeshua) through the eyes of Hanna[h], we get a glimpse into 
the historical realities of first century Jewish life as well as the profound questions that Jesus has raised 
for people throughout the ages. But it's Rosenberger's finely drawn characters that are the real draw 
here. There is such nuance and vivaciousness to the way she portrays both the known historical figures 
and her own creations that the book feels both immersive and moving. Every reader will find something 
to enjoy in the book.” 

     --Rev. Patric Knaak 
 

 

“In the Shadow of the King invites you to experience scenes from the life of Jesus and His family as if you 
had been there. With engaging style and interesting insight about the culture and political climate, 
Melissa Rosenberger encourages a deeper understanding of the times and of the nature of Jesus. Her 
approach is unique and enlightening and definitely makes you look forward to more of the story.” 

--Carol Cooper 

 

 

“Melissa Rosenberger is the most truly learned, G-D-fearing, deepest-thinking evangelical Christian 
supporter of Israel I know…and I am on the chairman’s council of Christians United for Israel and in 
leadership positions in a few Zionist organizations. Her knowledge and love of the Jewish homeland is 
warm, respectful and biblically based.” 

--Eugene Shusman 

 

 

“Great Christian fiction, hard to believe this is a first time author. I loved the perspective of Jesus as a 
brother to Hannah. The history of the Jewish holidays was enlightening. I could feel the tension between 
the followers of Jesus and the Roman occupation. It was an amazingly good read…” 

--Theresa Royer 
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“I have always wanted to journey in a time machine, and In the Shadow of the King whisked me right into 
Jesus’s home. I immediately felt like a member of the family, and I got caught up in their lives and in a 
culture that was controlled by a religious system. I could not put the book down. I was experiencing the 
mysteries of being close to Jesus through the different characters, and I did not want to leave. I took on 
the emotions and struggles of each character responding to Jesus, and I began to ‘know’ Jesus as a 
brother. I cannot wait for the next book to continue my journey.”    

--Eugene R. Cooper, PhD  

 

 

“I have always been curious about how Jesus spent His childhood. And I’ve wondered what everyday life 
was like in the times He walked on Earth. This book brought both to life in a most captivating way! I was 
instantly transported back in time! I was drawn in by Hannah, and her life with her parents Miryam and 
Yosef, and her intriguing older brother! In the Shadow of the King is literature reminiscent of the classical 
fiction of Dame Daphne Du Maurier, with a true-to-history description of life in the time of Jesus. A must 
read!!  I cannot wait for volume two!” 

--Barbara Tate 

 

“Biblical fiction at its finest. Rosenberger weaves a rich tapestry of Jesus’s young life -- a unique and 
compelling glimpse into his interactions with family and his impact on those around him -- all in the 
backdrop of the rich historical landscape of the times in which he lived. 

In the Shadow of the King invites us to walk alongside Jesus on his early journey here on earth. This story 
brings us deeper into the heart of Jesus, a bridge between his humble beginnings as the babe in the 
manger and his crucifixion and glorious resurrection. What a gift to know him more! I look forward to the 
next book in the series!” 

--Karen Lambrecht 

 

 

In the Shadow of the King, Book One in the Unveiled Series [ISBN: 978-1-949572-15-5] released June 1, 

2019 from Carpenter’s Son Publishing and is available from selected book stores and online retailers. 

 

For more information about Rosenberger and her writing, visit https://melissarosenbergerbooks.com/ 

 

For a review copy or to interview at NRB or other times, contact Joni Sullivan Baker, Buoyancy PR, at 

513/319-3231 or jbaker@buoyancypr.com. 

 

https://melissarosenbergerbooks.com/
mailto:jbaker@buoyancypr.com

